DISCOVER YOUR IRISH ROOTS! 6 TOP RESOURCES
agazine

familvtiee

WWW.FAMILYTREEMAGAZINE.COM

MARCH/APRIL 2012

GUIDE TO ONLINE FAMILY TREES

* 15 Websites With
1.6 Billion Ancestors

* 8 Steps to Verify | Bl 30
What You Find  o\5.00n o s
* 3 Tips | . a

to Share

Your o ANE-O0
Research @ §, gk cligoime &

Eat Like Your

Ancestors Did: |
Ways to Find A,
Old Recipes

US $6.! 99

medfa

- h " - et ; E q-." ',_f <_ ‘,.‘. ;' :
'E.-? L . ok N /%
PLUS + 12 Tlps to Find Marriage Records ‘ ““ ‘ m
0 74808" 02003 l.

+ Family Tree Maker 2012 Review + Researching Catholic Ancestors Display untl Apr 30, 2012




ngINg a

Have you looked in all the usual places for your Irish
ancestors? It's time to try something different—like
these six overlooked sources for tracing roots in Ireland.

BY SHARON DEBARTOLO CARMACK

<& THE PIPES ARE calling, as the old song goes, but you
may be having a hard time following them to your ancestral
origins. If the often-recommended records aren’t working
for you or—as for most Irish censuses—are unavailable, try
changing your tune and going after the less-used, but just as

Were your lrish ancestors from County Antrim in
helpful, resources.

Northern Ireland, home to the Carrick-a-rede Rope Bridge (below);

Galway (center), a major port of emigration in the eponymous county It used to be you had to go either to Ireland or the Family
in the Republic of Ireland; the Republic's County Cork, site of the ;| History Library (FHL) <www.familysearch.org> in Salt Lake
famous Blarney Castle (right); or another place? Finding your family's :  City to find records of your Irish forebears. The FHL is still
place of origin is key to researching your roots iniHre. the country’s best one-stop shopping mall for Irish records.

It has the largest Irish records collection in America, with
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more than 11,500 microfilms and 3,000 microfiche, plus
extensive map resources, handbooks, directories and more
than 3,500 reference books and periodicals covering Irish
history, genealogy, geography and more. If you can swing it,
a trip to the FHL is worth it for no-wait access to all those
records and the noncirculating printed material.

But nowadays, you can access even the following less-
obvious sources via online collections of indexes and record
images, or by renting microfilm at an FHL branch Family-
Search Center <www.familysearch.org/locations>. Start sing-
ing the words of the old tune, “Did your mother come from

RIHARDZZ/SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

Treland? ‘Cos there’s something in you Irish,” because we're
about to share online and offline resources for six often-over-
looked paths that will lead you to your Irish roots.

Irish Family History Foundation

A growing online database called RootsIreland.ie
<rootsireland.ie> connects you to Irish counties’
genealogy centers, which hold local records such as
transcripts of parish registers. The nonprofit Irish
Family History Foundation (IFHF) operates the website
and genealogy centers with a goal to create a mega-database

=
=}
i
2
Q
o
=
W)
-4
=
3
=
=)
=
kel
>
o
=
o
=
B
m
@
&
N
=




of Irish records from local historical societies, clergy, civil
authorities, county libraries and government agencies.

The site currently has extracts from more than 18 mil-
lion records: baptismal and birth records, marriage records,
burial and death records, census records, gravestone inscrip-
tions, passenger lists, and Griffith’s Valuation of Rateable
Property (an annual property valuation published between
1847 and 1864). When you visit the home page, click the map
of Ireland on the right. Color coding tells you which counties
have records online: Only a few areas—a pocket in Dublin
and counties Clare, Carlow, Kerry and south Cork—haven’t
yet put their records on the site.

Click a county to see available indexes, or use the
dropdown menu at <www.rootsireland.ie/ifhf/generic.php?
filename=sources.tpl&selectedMenu=sources>. You can search

“indexes for free, though you’ll need to register for an account.

XNR PRODUCTIONS

The database points you to record abstracts (not the original
records), which you must pay a fee of about $6.50 to view.

Surviving 1841 and 1851 census records
Most of the 1841 and 1851 Irish census, along with
all known records of other 19th century enumera-
tions, were destroyed during the Trish Civil War
of 1922 when a fire broke out in Dublin’s Four
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. All 32 counties were part of Ireland until 1921. Six of the nine counties
in the province of Ulster (Londonerry, Antrim, Tyrone, Fermanagh,
Armagh, and Down ) then became Northern Ireland. The remaining
26 counties eventually were known as the Republic of Ireland.

Courts building. Only the 1841 enumeration of the parish of
Killeshandra in County Cavan survived.

But here’s some good news: During the 1910s, Irish clerks
used the 1841 and 1851 censuses to prove age on Old Age
Pension applications. They searched census returns and
recorded what they found on pension forms. Even if your
ancestor left Treland before the 1910s, one of his family
members who stayed behind might have applied for an 0ld
Age Pension. The forms provide the applicant’s address
at the time he applied, names of the applicant’s parents
(including the mother’s maiden name), and the applicant’s
address in 1841 or 1851 (county, barony, parish, townland,
and street if in a town). Some pension clerks even recorded
the names and ages of everyone in the census household, so
it’s worth a look even if your ancestor was one of those pre-
1910 immigrants.

The original pension forms are at the National Archives
of Ireland <www.nationalarchives.ie> (for counties now in
the Republic of Ireland; see the map below) and the Public
Record Office of Northern Ireland <www.proni.gov.uk> (for
counties now in Northern Ireland). Pension records for
Northern Ireland and County Donegal also are online at Ire-
land Genealogy <www.ireland-genealogy.com>, where you can
pay about $3.30 per record view.

For both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland,
the pension forms also are on FHL microfilm. To find which
roll you need, go to the online catalog and do a Place search
on Ireland, then select either Census—1841 or Census—1851.
Look for “Census search forms for the 1841-1851 censuses of
Ireland” The indexes and forms are arranged by county, then
barony, parish, and townland. First look for your ancestor in
the index, which will tell you from which census the form
was compiled. Copy the reference number from the index, as
this is what you’ll need to find the form on microfilm. You can
rent the film by visiting your local FamilySearch Center.

==
Considering that more than
3.5 million names are listed
in prison registers at a time
when the Irish population
averaged 4.08 million, odds
are good you might find

a relative.
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TIP: Two free searchable resources for tracing Irish
ancestors include the National Archives of Ireland’s 1901
and 1911 censuses <www.census.nationalarchives.ie>
and AskAboutlreland’s Griffith's Valuation
<www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/index.xml>.

Prison records

Harsh times called for harsh measures, and many
of our Famine-era ancestors were arrested for
crimes such as stealing from a neighbor’s garden.
From 1790 to 1924, drunkenness accounted for
more than 30 percent of crimes reported and more than 25
percent of incarcerations, according to prison registers on
subscription site FindMyPast.ie <www.findmypast.ie/search-
records/courts-and-legal>. Considering that more than 3.5
million names (prisoners, as well as relatives and victims) are
listed in the records when the Irish population averaged 4.08
million, the odds are good you might find a relative.

By 1822, Treland was home to 178 prisons. FindMyPast.ie’s
Irish Prison Registers 1790-1924 collection covers a variety
of institutions, from county prisons to sanatoriums for alco-
holics. Many of the transgressions were minor, such as being
“idle” or “a suspicious character.” The registers give details
such as the prisoner’s name, address, place of birth, occupa-
tion, religion, education, age, physical description, next of
kin, crime committed, sentence, and dates of committal and
release (or death date).

You can access the collection on FindMyPast.ie with a
subscription or with Pay As You Go credits. Go to the Search
tab, then click on Courts & Legal. Keep in mind that a county
search on this site checks the county where the prison is
located, not necessarily the county of birth or where your
ancestor lived. The original prison registers are at the National
Archives of Ireland in Dublin <www.nationalarchives.ie>.

National School records

Irish National School records cover from 1831,
when National Schools were established,
through 1921. School registers typically give
the name and age of the pupil, religion, father’s
address and occupation, and general observations about the
student. Some may record the student’s birth date, atten-
dance, grades, and when the pupil left the school.

Although most school registers are still in the custody of
the local school or church, the National Archives of Ireland
has them for about 145 schools in counties now in the Repub-
lic of Ireland. They date primarily from the 1870s and 1880s.
For a list by county, see <www.nationalarchives.ie/topics/Nat_
Schools/ns.html>. The FHL has some of these registers on
microfilm. To see if any might cover your ancestor’s school,
run a place search on the county (or city), then look for the

<familytreemagazine.com>

Searching for the Right Note

These four tips—think of them as your leaves of a lucky
four-leaf clover—will help make your Irish ancestor search
more successful. 3

® KNOW THE PLACE: Although online databases and
digitized records have made Irish research quicker and
easier, it's helpful to know from where in Ireland your
ancestors came before you begin searching them. A
county name is good, but if you can discover the name of
the townland—the smallest geographic locality in Ireland,
similar to an American neighborhood—that's even better.
For more information on the administrative divisions of
Ireland, go to <www.rootsireland.ie/index.php?id=46>.

® THOROUGHLY RESEARCH AMERICAN SOURCES:
Start with what you know and move backward in time is
a basic rule of genealogy. Make sure you research every
possible record in the United States for your immigrant
ancestor, as well as his family members and associates.
Records of those relatives and associates might give you'
that townland name. And when you search Irish records,
those details from your ancestor's and other folks' records
can be invaluable. There are thousands of Mary Kellys,
Joseph O'Briens and Michael Donovans. Knowing as
much as you can about your ancestor from American
records can help you make a positive ID in Ireland.

® TAP LIVING RELATIVES: Family members might
have clues to where your relatives came from in Ireland,
as well as other genealogical leads. Don't overlook
childless couples or unmarried relatives. In Irish families,
almost as many people stayed single as married, and
these maiden aunts and bachelor uncles, and even
relatives who became nuns and priests, might be the
genealogical gatekeepers.

® BE AWARE OF NAME VARIANTS: Sometimes the
Irish, or US clerks who recorded their names, dropped
an O, Mc or Mac surname prefix. You might find your
ancestor listed in records variously as O'Riordan and
Riordan. When you're searching records and indexes, look
for the surname both with the prefix and without it.

Also check for alternate spellings in an Irish surname
dictionary. McGarr in America could be McGirr in Irish
records. The surname MacGanly could also be Gantley,
but the Gaelic spelling is Mag Sheanlaoich, so a variant
English form is Shanly. And Knockton could be Naughten.
Two helpful books to help you sort out Irish surnames
are Edward Maclysaght's The Surnames of Ireland (Irish
Academic Press) and Robert E. Matheson's Special
Report on Surnames in Ireland (free on Internet Archive
<www.archive.org> or with Varieties and Synonymes of
Surnames from Genealogical Publishing Co.).



Websites

® Ancestry.com: Irish Records
<ancestry.com/irish>

® Eneclann
<www.eneclann.ie>

= FamilySearch Wiki: Ireland
<www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Ireland>

® FindMyPast.ie
<www.findmypast.ie>

= GENUK]I: Ireland
<www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl>

= |reland GenWebProject
<www.irelandgenweb.com>

® lrishOrigins.com
<www.irishorigins.com/help/aboutio.aspx>

= National Archives of Ireland
<www.census.nationalarchives.ie>

= Northern Ireland GenWeb Project
<www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nirwgw>

= Ulster Historical Foundation

<www.ancestryireland.com>

TOOLKIT

Books

® Tracing Your Irish Ancestors, 3rd edition,
by John Grenham (Genealogical Publishing Co.)

® A Genealogist's Guide to Discovering Your Irish
Ancestors by Dwight A. Radford and Kyle J. Betit
(Betterway Books)

® Finding Your Irish Ancestors by David Ouimette
(Ancestry)

subject heading of Schools. Read more about the registers at
<www.nationalarchives.ie/topics/Nat_Schools/natschs.html>.
The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland’s school
records collection is much more substantial for the six
Northern Ireland counties. That repository has more than
1,500 registers, most dating from the 1860s onward, though
some date from the 1850s. Better yet, the FHL has these on
80 rolls of microfilm. Run a Place search of the online catalog

(@)

on Ireland, then look for the subject category Schools. From
there, look for “National school registers of North Ireland,
1850-1950: Down, Londonderry, Antrim, Armagh, Ferman-
agh, and Tyrone counties.”

Then it gets messier: The records are cataloged by the
name or location of the school. It might take searching
through several registers for an area to find the school your
ancestor attended. Additionally, there might be two regis-
ters for each school, one for female pupils and one for male
pupils. Consult the finding aid “Descriptive Catalogue of Pre-
1900 School Registers,” on eight rolls of microfilm, which
includes an alphabetical index of schools.

Land records

Starting in 1708, land transactions were recorded

with the Registry of Deeds in Dublin. This wasn’t

mandatory, so not all transactions were registered,

but in these records you’ll find deeds of sale, lease
agreements, marriage settlements, and wills.

Most likely, your ancestors didn’t own land in Ireland, but
that doesn’t mean land records won’t be valuable to your
search. Many of our poor rural ancestors leased their small
plots of land and cottages, and some leases were recorded
among the land records. A common type of lease was a “lease
for lives.” This meant the persons named in the lease held the
land for as long as someone named in the lease was still alive.
Once no one on the lease was still living, the lease ended. The
lease usually named three people—often a father, one of his
sons, and the youngest son, who presumably would be the
longest-surviving tenant.

Leases could also be granted for a certain number of years,
or land could be rented on an annual basis without a lease.
I found the lease with my great-grandfather, David Norris,
as the leaseholder, along with the amount of rent, after his
father and older brother died.

After 1782, when some Penal Laws were relaxed against
Catholics and dissenting Protestants, tenants could purchase
land outright or “in fee” It might have taken several gen-
erations, though, for a family to save enough to purchase the
land on which their homes stood. In the late 19th century, the
government set up schemes to assist tenants in purchasing
the property they leased.
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TIP: Records generated when an Irish
immigrant died may reveal his place of origin in Ireland.
Check death certificates, cemetery registers, tombstones,

church burial records, obituaries, funeral home records
and funeral cards.

The FHL has microfilmed indexes and deeds (1708-1928)
from the Registry of Deeds for all of Ireland. In the library
catalog, run a Place search on Ireland and look for the subject
heading Land and Property. Then scroll down until you find
“Transcripts of memorials of deeds, conveyances and wills,
1708-1929.” The alphabetically arranged Surname Index
includes only grantors (sellers). The grantor’s name is fol-
lowed by the grantee’s (buyer’s) name, county, year, volume
number, and deed number. There’s no index to grantees.

It’s easier to search the Land Index, which is arranged by
county and barony. Look for all entries for your ancestor’s
townland (they won’t necessarily be together or in any par-
ticular order). This index gives the parish, grantor, grantee,
year, volume and deed number. After finding entries for
the townland, search the column for grantees’ names in
that townland. You’ll probably need to search many rolls of
indexes; each index might cover only a five-year time span. If
you find your ancestor in the index, look for the deed in the
corresponding microfilm with that year and deed volume.

Wills and administrations

Most people in Ireland were too poor to leave
wills, but don’t make assumptions about your
ancestors. Just as with land records, it’s better to
check a source and find nothing, than to assume
your family isn’t in the records. I didn’t think any of my
ancestors had anything of value to warrant a will, yet I found
one for my great-great-grandfather John Norris of Tamlagh-
tmore, County Tyrone, who died in 1898. Even though he
didn’t own land, he did own farming equipment.

Wills can be divided into pre-1858 and post-1858. The
jurisdiction for keeping wills and administrations changed
in 1858. Before, the Church of Ireland recorded these docu-
ments and transferred records older than 20 years to the
Public Record Office in Dublin. Unfortunately, the records
were destroyed in the Four Courts Fire. A good number of
the church’s indexes survived, however, as well as some
abstracts. And don’t forget to check the aforementioned Reg-
istry of Deeds, as some wills were recorded there.

After 1858, all probates and administrations were recorded
at the Principal Registry in Dublin and at eleven District
Registries throughout the country: Armagh, Ballina, Belfast,
Cavan, Cork, Kilkenny, Limerick, Londonderry, Mullingar,
Tuam and Waterford. Each Registry includes several coun-
ties. County Tyrone, for example, is part of the Armagh Reg-
istry. For a list of counties within the districts, scroll down

to the Districts subhead at <www.from-ireland.net/genealogy/
Wills-%26-Deeds-Explanation>. Original wills between 1858
and 1900 also were destroyed in the fire, but you can find
transcribed copies from the 11 District Registries. Wills since
1904 are intact for all 12 registries.

If your ancestors were from Northern Ireland, you can
search an index to the will calendar entries for the three Dis-
trict Probate Registries of Armagh, Belfast and Londonderry
on the Public Record Office (PRONTI) website (click Will
Calendars on the right). Calendars were published annually
starting in 1858 and contain abstracts of wills and admin-
istrations. The calendars are arranged alphabetically by
surname and can contain the name of the deceased, address,
occupation, date of death, date of probate, whether a will or
an administration (meaning no will, but sufficient enough
estate to enter into probate) was filed, names and relation-
ships of next of kin, value of the estate, and the registry in
which the will was proven. PRONI’s database covers 1858
to 1919 and 1922 to 1943. Part of 1921 has been added, with

Temaining entries for 1920 to 1921 still to follow. The index

links to digitized images from the copy will books for 1858 to
1900, some 93,000-plus images. And it’s all free.

The Ulster Historical Foundation has an Index to Printed
Irish Will Calendars, 1878-1900 (covering every Northern
and Republic county) at <www.ancestryireland.com/database.
php?filename=db_wills>; you must be a subscriber to search it.

The National Archives of Ireland is trying to reconstruct
lost wills of the Republic of Ireland by using abstracts and
requesting copies from families and attorneys. Consequently,
it now has thousands of testamentary records you can search
in the Irish Wills Index at subscription site IrishOrigins.com
<irishorigins.com>. It covers only up to 1858, however.

You can find copies of surviving wills and administrations
for the eleven District Registries on FHL microfilm. These
can be difficult to find and use. In the online catalog, check
under Ireland—Probate records, and also under Ireland—
Probate records—Inventories, registers, catalogs. If you’re
at the library in Salt Lake City, look for the Irish Probates
Register. It’s easier to find the correct film using this guide
than the catalog.

Another FHL microfilm source to check is “Calendar of
the grants of probate and letters of administration made in
the principal registry and in the several district registries,
1858-1920.” Find these microfilms in the FHL catalog by
searching under Treland—Probate Records—Indexes.

Whether it’s your mother, grandmother or some other rel-
ative who came from Ireland, ‘tis a grand time to be an Irish
genealogist. These often-overlooked sources and databases
will help you find that “something in you Irish.” m
Contributing editor SHARON DEBARTOLO CARMACK,
a certified genealogist, teaches the online courses Irish
Research 101 and Irish Research 201 for Family Tree University
<familytreeuniversity.com>.
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