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NEW Dogs
OLD Tricks

Don't bark up your family tree in futility. Try these nine
old-school strategies to break through your brick walls.

BY SHARON DEBARTOLO CARMACK

&> THANKS TO ONLINE databases and millions of digitized
records, today’s breed of genealogist has instant resources at
hand to search from the comfort of home. And the research
is quick and simple—if your ancestors’ names are indexed
and recorded exactly the way you expect them to be spelled;
if your ancestors are documented in the records where you
expect them to be; if the records all survived and aren’t scat-
tered, inaccessible, unreadable or destroyed; and if all your
forebears left detailed records in logical locations.

Keep dreaming.

These obstacles, of course, aren’t really new to online
searching. Researchers had these same dilemmas years ago
when hunting down ancestors on microfilm, in books and
in original records. Whether you’re part of the “new dog”
breed of genealogists or an “old mutt” like me, your research
success depends on using critical-thinking skills, as well as
problem-solving strategies. Let these nine tricks and exam-
ples serve as your training to go from an eager genealogical
pup to an expert hunting dog.

Sit and be quiet.
Begin with a little quiet time to get your criti-
cal-thinking brain cells firing, and then review
your research. Critical thinking is an objective
analysis of a topic and the use of logical judgment. Here’s a
step-by-step look at the process.
= IDENTIFY A PROBLEM. How can I prove that my ancestor
Samuel was born in 1852, as that undocumented online fam-
ily tree says?
= DETERMINE A COURSE FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM. What
records might help me establish Samuel’s birth in 18522 Are
records available online? Will I have to seek records offline?
= GATHER EVIDENCE FROM THE RECORDS. Because an 1852
birth date predates statewide vital registration, I'll likely

need to check several alternate sources that typically contain
birth or age information, such as censuses, Bible records,
tombstones, death certificates, church records, military ser-
vice records and so forth. Seek as many records as that ances-
tor might have created.

= ANALYZE AND EVALUATE EACH SOURCE'S ACCURACY AND
RELIABILITY. For example, who created the record? For what
purpose was the record created? Who provided the informa-
tion on the record? Would that person have direct knowledge
of the information on the record? Would that person have a

reason to lie?

= MAKE REASONABLE ASSUMPTIONS
BASED ON THE ANALYSIS OF ALL THE
EVIDENCE. Don’t rely on isolated indi-
vidual records.

= DRAW A SOUND, LOGICAL CON-
CLUSION. Base this on the evidence,
common sense, and the records and
ancestors in their historical context.

We old dogs like sitting and being
quiet; we often figure out strategies to
solve genealogical dilemmas this way.

Cross your paws.

I had identified potential

parents for Cornelius

Casey; I found them on
a ship’s passenger list, departing from
Ireland in 1850 and arriving at the Port
of New York. The problem: Cornelius
wasn’t born until about 1852 in New
York (I didn’t know whether it was the
city or the state), so the dilemma was
determining if and how Cornelius was
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When you
can't find
an ancestral
record you're
seeking,
consider
alternative
sources for the
information
you're looking
for: a church
burial record
instead of
a death
certificate, for
example, or
a tax record
in place of an
early census.




The Hunt Is On

Whether you're an old bloodhound or a young retriever, you'll
inevitably come across your share of genealogical brick walls.

Here are a few tips, excerpted from Family Tree Magazine's
Brick Wall Strategies on-demand webinar <shopfamilytree.
com/brick-wall-research-strategies-webinar>, for finding
holes you can squeeze through to get answers. The most
important piece of advice? Look at where you've been to
determine where to go next.

= DESCRIBE YOUR GOAL. Focus on specific rather than
ambiguous objectives. Instead of “I want to learn about
my great-great-grandfather Michael Hauck,” narrow your
objective to “| want to find details about my great-great-great
grandfather Charles George Michael Hauck's immigration.”
This provides you with a targeted goal and subsequent
course of action.

= WRITE DOWN WHAT YOU KNOW. Create a brick wall
worksheet to use for each problem you're facing. Include a
specific description of the problem, known details about the
ancestor and his family members, sources you've checked,
and any other information pertinent to the brick wall. Making
a list will force you to review and organize the work you've
already done—and likely will point you toward next steps.

= DO A SOURCE CHECK. Identify all the sources in
which your brick wall ancestor could appear. Have you
checked them all? You can use our downloadable records
checklist (available from <familytreemagazine.com/info/
recordreferences>) as a starting point; simply cross off any

sources listed there that don't apply to your particular brick-
wall conundrum.

Next, create a to-do list of records that you haven't
consulted, and locate them on microfilm or online. Consult
any records you can, and cross off any that either don't exist
or don't apply to your situation.

' CREATE A TIMELINE. Using our biographical outline form
<familytreemagazine.com/info/basicforms> as a template,
make a chronology of your brick-wall ancestor’s life to help
you see where you have gaps in your research. Include every
life event you've learned about through your research, as
well as major historical events that may shed light on your
ancestor's situation. What life events are blank or missing in
your timeline? Add those to a to-do list. Identify sources that
could reveal the information you're lacking, and then start
your research,

« FIND ALTERNATIVE OR SUBSTITUTE RESOURCES.
Rarely does only one source exist for any given ancestral
event or piece of information. If you can't locate a particular
record for your ancestor or records don't contain the
information you were hoping for, consider where else you
might find those details.

 RESEARCH SIDEWAYS. Studying the people associated
with your ancestor often leads to breakthroughs. Search
information on siblings, cousins, allied families (neighbors,
in-laws and associates), as well as fellow migrants and
immigrants to track down information.
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linked to the couple on the immigration record. Cornelius’s
1936 death certificate, which I’d ordered by mail, had given
me Irish-born parents named C.C. Casey and Johanna Haley.
On the passenger list, I found a Cornelius Casey, age 28, his
wife Johanna, age 24, and an infant son, Thomas. Listed right
after them on the manifest was a family with the surname
Healey. The timing of the immigration fit, as did a family of
Healeys, but I couldn’t be sure that “C.C.” Casey on the death
certificate was the Cornelius Casey on the manifest. So I
looked online in the 1860 census for the Caseys in New York,
both city and state, where the son Cornelius would be listed
with his parents, so that T could prove the link.

There were no matches, so I tried the 1870 census. While
I found some matching names, none of the other informa-
tion, such as ages and places of birth, matched what T knew
about the family from other records. Of course, like printed
indexes, online databases aren’t perfect. You’re at the mercy
of the indexer.

I could have searched the census page by page the old-
fashioned way on microfilm (or online). But New York City’s
five boroughs—Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island
and the Bronx—housed 805,658 residents in 1860; 942,292
people lived there 10 years later. For Manhattan alone in
1860, I'd have to scour each handwritten page featuring
40 names on the 34 fat rolls of census microfilm. This task
would take many uninteresting weeks and might not prove
fruitful if the family hadn’t been counted for some reason.

How would you prove the connection? Keep in mind that
it’s too early for vital registration of births in New York City.
The Casey family was most likely Catholic, given they were
Famine Trish, so T decided to look for a baptism. But which
parish in New York City? In the city directories for the early
1850s, T found a list of the Catholic churches of that era. By
doing an online search for each church, T determined that 17
are still in operation today. None of their baptismal records
are accessible online or on FamilySearch microfilm <www.
familysearch.org>, so I wrote an old-fashioned letter to each
parish, hoping one had a baptismal certificate on file for the
son Cornelius Casey. Then I crossed my paws and waited.

I couldn’t have done this kind of request by email. To get
a response, all 17 requests needed to be accompanied by a
donation of between $10 and $25 (one church asked for $50
to do a search) and a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

This letter-writing campaign, though more time-consuming
when waiting for responses, was actually more economical
than hiring a researcher in New York City, paying her hourly
rate and transportation costs to visit each parish, plus making
the required donation for the search. (Many parishes don’t
allow public access to original baptismal registers, anyway;
only the priest or parish secretary can perform the search.)

About 10 days later, I began receiving responses. Several
had no baptisms that matched. One sent me a baptism for a
Cornelius Casey born 20 years later to other parents. Then
I opened a return envelope from St. Columba Church and

pulled out the 1852 baptismal certificate for Cornelius Casey.
He was indeed the son of Cornelius Casey and Johanna
Healy. The sponsors were James Healy (a name from the pas-
senger list) and Catherine Healy. Crossing your paws does

sometimes work.
‘ Elisabeth (Maurer) Haldemann, her adult
children Elisabeth and Johannes Haldemann,
and the senior Elisabeth’s grandchild Elise Haldemann on a
passenger arrival list. Based on his research in Swiss docu-
ments, they almost certainly left together from Le Havre,
probably in late May (when the senior Elisabeth sold her
property) and arrived in New York in June 1890. But he could
find no such grouping on passenger arrival lists for the time. T
also couldn’t find any matches in the online databases.

For this research dilemma, I used both a printed refer-
ence guide and online sources. I consulted the Morton Allan
Directory of European Passenger Steamship Arrivals (Genea-
logical Publishing Co.) to see what ships had departed from
Le Havre and arrived at the Port of New York in May, June
and July 1890. The French Line was the company with ships
sailing from Le Havre to New York at the time, After making
a list of the ships and their arrivals, I searched each passen-
ger list online page by page for those three months, thinking
that the names must have been mangled in the database. I
looked at not only variations of the surname Haldemann, but
T also looked at family groups, reading first names in case the
last name had been unreadable. No matches.

Referring back to the Morton Allan Directory, 1 noticed
that The French Line had sent passenger ships to New York
weekly except in July 1890. There was a gap in the list-
ing between July 7 and July 21. A ship should have arrived
around July 14, Maybe that list hadn’t survived—and it hap-
pened to be the manifest the family was recorded on.

T did a search on the New York Times historical archive
database <query.nytimes.com/search/sitesearch> for mid-July
1890 to see whether it mentioned a ship from Le Havre
arriving then. Sure enough, the ship La Gascogne arrived at
the port of New York from Le Havre July 14, even though
it wasn’t mentioned in the Morton Allan Directory. T used
Steve Morse’s One-Step search engine <www.stevemorse.org>,
as I found it was the best site for linking to ships without a
passenger’s name, so that I could search the entire list. If La
Gascogne wasn’t included there, that might mean that the list
had been lost, or damaged and unreadable.

I was surprised to find the list; evidently, it had been over-
looked when the Morton Allan Directory was compiled. I also
was surprised to see how clear and beautiful the handwrit-
ing was—it would have been indexed without problems. I
searched all eight pages of that list, but still had no luck locat-
ing the Haldemanns. T tried searching indexes to other ports
for a span of years from 1820 to 1957 I searched Morse’s site,

Put your head down.
A client contacted me to locate his ancestor
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Ancestry.com <ancestry.com> and CastleGarden.org <www.
castlegarden.org>, Neither the client nor I could find them.

It’s possible the family was never recorded on a list. That
seems unlikely, but many people can’t find their-ancestors on
passenger arrival lists, It makes me wonder how many people
didn’t get recorded for one reason or another. Perhaps the
Haldemanns purchased their ticket right before the ship was
due to depart, so they didn’t get recorded on the manifest. Or
they might have been on a ship’s list or page that didn’t sur-
vive or was so water-damaged that it didn’t get microfilmed.
All we know with certainty from the other records is that
they did come to America.

For this case, T had to put my head down and accept that
not all genealogical puzzles can be solved.

wich, Conn., in the 1900 census. I"d found her

years ago, long before censuses were available
online, by checking for her in the Soundex (an index that
groups similar-sounding names together) and then going
to the microfilm, but I hadn’t made a photocopy of the enu-
meration page at that time. T wanted to recheck the census
to identify her neighbors, but she wasn’t coming up in the
online database, not under Fanny or Fannie or variants of
Grigg. I tried Ancestry.com’s database and the FamilySearch.
org database. It’s frustrating when you know the person is
there, but you can’t locate where the bone is buried.

This is when you start doing “creative searching.” In my
notes, I'd recorded Fanny’s birth year from the 1900 cen-
sus, so I searched again on a Fanny/Fannie with the year
1852. Still nothing. When T can’t find someone by searching
on a first and last name, I try another search with just the
surname and other specific information. That worked. By
searching on just the surname Grigg with the birth year 1852
and the place, Connecticut, it brought up Tanny B. Grigg,
better known as Fanny. The person indexing the census had
mistaken the F fora T.

Had I not known she was there, I might have given up,
thinking she hadn’t been recorded. It makes you wonder how
many of our ancestors’ bones are actually buried where we
think they should be, but we can’t dig them up due to data-
input errors. :

Unbury the bone.

I knew she was there: Fanny Grigg of Green-

Say hello.

When the 1940 census was released, I was
eager to find my parents, as this was the first
census on which they’d be listed. Both lived in
Westchester County, NY, my mom in Harrison, and my dad
in Rye. I searched the census index for my dad first: Salvatore
DeBartolo. When his name brought no results, I searched on
his siblings and his widowed mother. Still nothing. Fortu-
nately, T knew my great-grandfather had resided with them,
so I searched on his name, Salvatore Ebetino, and found him.

My dad, his siblings and his mother were all listed under
the surname misspelling DeBarotolo. Had I not found Dad,
though, T was prepared to search page by page, because T
knew the family was there.

With my mother, T had the same problem. She should have
been listed as Mary Fitzhugh. I couldn’t find her, her siblings
or her parents. In fact, I couldn’t find any Fitzhughs in Har-
rison for 1940. Because the nation was still recovering from
the Depression, some individuals combined resources and
occupied the same household. If you're having trouble find-
ing someone in the 1940 census, and you know they lived
with another family or person, search for that family.

That’s how I eventually found my mother. I knew the
Fitzhughs shared a house with my mother’s aunt, uncle and
their children, the McCues. Interestingly, on the census
page, the census taker had recorded Fitzhugh initially for
my mother, her parents and her siblings. But it looks like the
enumerator had made mistakes when recording this house-
hold, became confused, crossed off Fitzhugh and labeled
them all McCue.

This would have been another case requiring a page-by-
page search if it hadn’t been a multifamily household. Instead,
I was able to say hello to my parents in the 1940 census.

Q‘ women is one of the biggest challenges gene-

alogists face. I was searching for Margaret
Dawson, a widowed midwife, in the 1850 census. I'd found

her in New York City directories in the years before, during
and after 1850, but I couldn’t find her in the census. I had

Fetch.

Tracing unmarried, divorced or widowed

scanty information about her: She would have been in her

mid-50s in 1850, and she was born in England.

I found several Margaret Dawsons in New York City who
fit the profile, but none had an occupation of midwife, so I
couldn’t make a positive ID. In the city directories, my Mar-
garet lived at 101 Sheriff St. The problem was the 1850 census
for New York City didn’t list street names. Using enumera-
tion district maps, I would be able to pinpoint the ward, but
that was still a lot of page-by-page searching.

Fortunately, the 1851 New York City directory had a sup-
plemental “criss-cross” or street directory in its volume. I
looked up the street address to learn the names of Margaret’s
neighbors. Once I identified them and then located them on
the census, I could pinpoint nearby Margaret Dawson.

0ld dogs know that if they can’t figure out which one is
their ancestor, fetching and using records in combination
with one another leads to a more successful search.

Shake hands.

The focus of your search might be an indi-
vidual ancestor, but you can’t isolate him or
her from the context of family, community,
and history and expect your searches to be successful. To



Make reasonable assumptions

based on your analysis of all the

evidence. Don't rely on

isolated individual records.

find your ancestor’s origins, you might need to examine the
neighbors who could’ve migrated from the same locality.
To understand your ancestor’s behavior, you might need to
study social history.

Social history is the history of ordinary folks and their
everyday lifestyles. Unlike traditional history—usually
about old, influential, famous, dead white men—social his-
tory looks at the poor, the middle class, women, children,
ethnic and racial groups, and all the people in a society. By
shaking hands with social history, you can understand why
your ancestor traveled back and forth to the old country two
or three times before he brought his family to America, or
why you can’t find a naturalization record for him, or why
a couple’s children appear to be baptized before they were
born. Social histories explain trends of common people and
give us the typical experiences of people like our ancestors.

Stay and wait.

The day the 1930 census was released, pro-
fessional genealogist James W. Warren, was
at the National Archives in Washington, DC,
hoping to find his father on that census. Jim knew the name
of the Oklahoma county where his dad had told him they’d
been living. His dad was 17 years old at the time of the cen-
sus. Jim also knew the surname that his dad said the family
had been using. Upon moving to Oklahoma, Jim’s grandpa
had changed their last name to avoid arrest for bootlegging
in Arkansas.

Only a few states had been indexed for the 1930 census
at the time, and Oklahoma wasn’t one of them. Jim spent
the better part of the day reading the census for the whole
county, page by page and line by line, with no success in
locating his dad’s family. He repeated the task a few months
later, but still couldn’t find them. When computerized
indexes became available on Ancestry.com, he checked those,
too. No luck. Jim wasn’t sure whether his dad had given him
an inaccurate surname or if his grandfather had managed to
avoid the census taker, as well as the Feds.

About two years ago, Jim checked the FamilySearch
catalog for the Oklahoma county in question to see what new

records had been added to the collection. He discovered that
school censuses had been microfilmed. He read those for the
county, again going line by line, looking for the first names
and nicknames his dad and siblings had used. That’s when
Jim found the family. Some of the children’s first names, or
nicknames, and ages matched what he knew about the fam-
ily. The surname also matched what his dad had told him.

From the school census records, Jim learned the township
they lived in, so he searched the 1930 census for that town-
ship, again looking page by page. This time he found them,
and he could see why he’d missed them earlier. His grand-
father and the family used the surname his dad had told
him, but between the enumerator’s handwriting and several
changed first names, including his grandfather’s, he had not
picked them out on the census.

Jim rechecked the census online at Ancestry.com for the
specific page to see how they were indexed. Sure enough, the
surname had been indexed improperly.

The trick here is to stay and wait. Additional records and
indexes become available all the time, although maybe not
online. Revisit the FamilySearch catalog for new additions.

Take a bow.

In the pre-internet era, try as I might, I
couldn’t find Henry Bascom Shough in the
1900 Soundex to direct me to his family’s enu-
meration on the census. He was there, all right, but I never
would’ve found him if I hadn’t been searching page by page
on the census.

You see, Henry Bascom Shough wasn’t listed as Henry
Bascom Shough, but as William Shuff, on the 1900 census
for Patrick County, Va. That made me wonder how I would
have found him with today’s technology. Would I still have
to search online page by page? As it turns out, this old dog
learned a new trick. When I typed in Henry Bascom Shough
in Ancestry.com’s database search for the 1900 census, lo
and behold, some kind genealogist had submitted his cor-
rect name as an alternative for William Shuff. Searching
for Henry Bascom Shough brought up William Shuff. That
researcher deserves a bow, because now both old and new
dogs can search for these elusive ancestors.

Both old dogs and new can learn from one another when it
comes to genealogical research. Whether conducted online
or offline, at home or in a library, the common denominators
for genealogical research—for all of us—are an abundance of
curiosity, a thirst for knowledge, heightened critical-thinking
skills and problem-solving techniques, and, perhaps most
important of all, a dogged determination. Young or old, it’s all
worth it when the hunt leads to finding pedigree details—or
long-lost members of the pack. =
Certified genealogist SHARON DEBARTOLO CARMACK
prefers cats over dogs and finds that their independence and
curious nature also are qualities of successful genealogists.
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